
Downtown Revitalization
Tax Incentive
Trail City Council is striving to enhance and revitalize the 
Downtown core. The primary objective focuses on 
transforming this area into an urban destination with a 
mix of businesses, restaurants, mixed-use residential 
development, and pedestrian-oriented areas and 
gathering places for residents and tourists alike. The 
implementation of our goal has commenced and we are 
already witnessing the creation of unique economic and 
commercial development opportunities.  To encourage 
investment within the downtown, Council has adopted 
an inclusive Tax Exemption and Incentive Program. The 
program offers an array of financial incentives to land 
developers, existing business owners, and prospective 
property owners. The collective vision is to achieve a 
downtown that integrates mixed-use residential, 
commercial and institutional development, transforming 
the area into an exciting and vibrant urban core.

Financial Incentives at a Glance
New residential, commercial and mixed use developments:
100% municipal property tax exemption on increases in 
assessment (applies to building improvements and land) 
attributable to the construction project for 10 years. 

Renovation of residential, commercial and mixed use 
development, and façade improvements:
100% municipal property tax exemption on increases in 
assessment (applies to building improvements only) 
attributable to the construction project for 6 years; further 
reductions on a sliding scale to year 10.

New institutional building construction:
100% municipal property tax exemption on increases in 
assessment (applies to building improvements and land) 
attributable to the construction project for 5 years. 

50% reduction in building permit fees, with priority 
development application processing.

Frequently Asked Questions 
Who is eligible?
Property owners undertaking new construction or 
renovations on a ‘parcel’ located within the Tax Exemption Area (see 
map reverse side) and with a minimum construction value of $10,000 
are eligible to apply.
 
Is there a cost to apply?
There is a $50 application fee. This fee can be submitted to City Hall 
along with the application. Applications are available at City Hall, or 
online at:
trail.ca/en/work/downtown-revitalization-tax-exemption-program.asp

Can the Tax Exemption be transferred if I decide to sell
my property?
Yes, the tax exemption can be transferred.

Where can I get more information?
Go to trail.ca/en/inside-city-hall/list-of-bylaws.asp (Bylaw 2745)
or email mmcisaac@trail.ca. 
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The Trail Advantage 
The City of Trail is home to the region’s two largest 
employers and economic drivers, Teck Trail Operations 
and the Kootenay Boundary Regional Hospital (KBRH), 
employing approximately 2000 employees. 

The Trail Regional Airport, owned and operated by the 
City of Trail, is also a vital establishment for the region’s 
economy. Pacific Coastal Airlines accommodates nearly 
22,000 passengers annually and passenger numbers 
continue to climb.

Trail has been declared BC’s Number One Sports Town 
and Home of Champions, offering a wealth of sports such 
as hockey, golf, baseball, skiing and mountain biking. Trail 
is a 5-Bloom Community, and one of the Communities in 
Bloom National Winners in 2010. With affordable housing, 
excellent recreational facilities, proximity to the 
world-class Red Mountain ski hill in Rossland, and situated 
on the beautiful Columbia River, Trail is a special West 
Kootenay community to experience many opportunities 
for living life well and to the fullest.
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